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|Two Manstield women turn shop owners

Glee gifts opens in the Roosevelt
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!~ The brainchild of Mansfeld residents anvd co-owners i

Nadine Miller and Ann Foley-Collins, glee gifts is located
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starting tomorrow. It will be closed on Mondays.
Foley-Collins described the merchandise as “fun and
eclectic,” while Miller said the items are “hip, mendy,
whimsical — things you don't find in a mall.”
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and how we can help our customers make memories
through a great gift,” Foley-Collins said, adding that they
want to create relanonships with their customers so they
can use their buying power w access the perfect gift.
““Tﬂ ift should be abour the person receiving it,”
The plan is to stay on the cutting edge of wends. Both
Miller and Foley-Collins are ling over with ideas
about how to maintain mwa;]n;l-ﬂ: amosphere without
letting any merchandise gee An
they have already implemented is “my
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at 266 North Main Street, on the first floor of the new [
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Ann Foley-Collins, loft, and Nadine Miller recently opened a
it shop In downtown Mansfield called glee gifts.

little card which people — wives, for example — can £l
out, and their hosbands can subsaquently visit the store,
get the list, and buy the righe gift.

Plans for the immediate future also include getting in-

volved with corporare gifting and event .
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foir: just over a decade and have been friends for six years.
Theyare both veterans of corporate America, with Miller

ing worked at Pumam Investments and Foley-Collins

at Fidelity. "Thdse financial backgrounds have helped 4

them with the formulation of their business plan.
i day care together in West Mansfield. Each is the moth-

.

er of wo sons, ages 9 and 11,

They have been exchanging a “gift ball™ back and forth
for six years, taking tums giving each other small gifes
which they say isa q.mhﬂla%l&ﬂrﬁ-imdsl'ﬁpandalmm-
blemarie of their new business,

The nascent ; decided that they wanted o
start a business in Mansheld, one which is downtown and
also close to the schools. They enlisted the help of the
Tri-Town Chamber of Commerce, and they also spent
ume interviewing owners of other new businesses in
Mansfield.

“We wanted to be one of the sparks that helps to revital-
ize the downtown area,” Foley-Collins said.

Miller and Foley-Collins rraveled 1o New York City to
artend the International Gift Show, where stayed for
six days. They walked every boath searching for the righ
gifts for their store.

“We went through everything, asking ourselves is this
gleeful? Is this the look and feel we want for our store?”
Miller recalled. “We want glee gifts to be a destination”
for shoppers.

They came home from the gift show with 50 of
mmhga,mdﬁ-ﬂmﬂmtmp.cmﬁﬂ;mﬂm ise which
is now stocking the store. They to add and change
merchandise on a regular basis, to stay on the cutting edge.

How did they choose the name glee gifts? They ex-
plained that they ook a bilgusj\aet of paper and wrote

WL name that they had ever come up with, An-
drew Hobby, 2 graphic designer and friend, helped as
well. The name glee gifis was the best fit for their store,
they decided.



